Centreville Elementary PTA Meeting

Minutes

November 5, 2009

PTA Board

President

Susie Collier 


CES Principal

Dwayne Young

Vice Presidents
1st 
Farah Chohan



2nd Kathy Taylor






3rd Michael Munsterman

Secretary 

Robin Costanza

Treasurer

Connie Christiansen

President’s Report

Ms Collier explained that at each meeting, the Strategies Lab will set up various educational games to show parents and teachers what sort of critical thinking skills the children learn from these games.  She reported on several school related events, including:

Mad Science – up and running with 41 participants

Girls on the Run – has 20 girls and the teacher involvement is overwhelming. The 3rd-6th 
grade girls will train for a 5k to be held December 5 at Reston Town Center.

Chess Club – run through Mad Science, the club has 46 children and had to be capped. There is more interest and the coordinator is looking into running the program through the
 PTA instead of Mad Science, in order to accommodate more children.

FLEX Spanish – there are 11 children in the beginner 1st – 3rd grade level, 11 in beginner 4th – 6th grade level.  

Skate Night – did very well with over 100 participants.

Read Across America – in it’s second year of participating, CES had 887 children reading “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”  A new world record was set with over 2 million readers.

School Directory – is at the printer and should be delivered to the classrooms before Thanksgiving.

Spirit Wear – scheduled to arrive next week.

Review and Approval of October 1, 2009 Meeting Minutes

Minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report
November Income:

Donations - $300

Skate Night - $186.14

Spirit Wear - $1,151.50

Yearbook Sales - $900

PTA Membership/Directory - $8.00

November Expenses:

Sally Foster – $11,924.72 

Back to School Luncheon - $97.56

General Administrative - $92.51

Beautification - $38.79

Lego League (in carryover from last year) $216.00

Teacher Support - $175.84

Total Income - $30,404.98

Total Expenses - $12,295.16

Remaining Funds - $24,336.82

Membership Report

PTA Membership as of November 5 is 314, broken down to 49 staff and 265 parent/guardians.  This represents 49% of the CES families and 45% of the teachers.  Plans are underway for a school wide push for PTA membership.  A fun competition will be arranged, with the classes who make PTA membership goals earning a pizza party or similar activity.

Spotlights on Learning

Joann Hardy with School Based Technology Support, presented an overview of current school based technology.  She highlighted the fact that FCPS achievement goals state that all students will be technologically proficient.  CES has a great deal of technology already, including Smart Boards, Flip Cameras, LCD projectors, PC’s, etc.  SBTS works with teachers on training, helping to integrate technology into the classroom and using things like blogging, Podcasts, digital stories, etc.

For the 2010-11 budget, there is a strong possibility of large cuts in SBTS.  Parents and teachers are encouraged to contact the board of supervisors and school board members through the following methods:

Community Dialogs - Saturday, Nov. 14, 10am – 12pm 



Kings Park Library, Sherwood Hall Regional Library, George Mason Regional Library 

On-line - http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/government/budget/, Online Budget Feedback Form, View County Budget

E-Mail – Board of Supervisors, School Board Members

Sally Foster Fundraiser

Orders will be in next week and pick-ups begin November 10.  The pick-up days will be Wednesday and Thursday in the library, after that, pick-ups will be in the front office.
Upcoming Events

January Movie Night – flyer will go out soon.
Staff appreciation has been on-going with four groups recognized already: custodians, lunch staff, bus drivers, and computer learning.  Breaking the appreciation efforts away from teacher appreciation week has been met with great enthusiasm and the groups have enjoyed the celebrations.

Thanksgiving lunch will be held November 20 from 11am – 2:30pm.

Reflections Ceremony will be held December 2 at 7pm.  The entries have been collected and will be sent to the county tomorrow.

Barnes & Noble fundraiser will be Sunday, December 13 from 12pm – 6pm.  There will be guest readers, 4th graders singing, fun activities, etc.  In conjunction with the event at B&N, California Tortilla will be offering 25% proceeds to CES and Romano’s Macaroni Grill will be giving free kid’s meals (both at their restaurants). 

Staff and Administration Reports

Mr. Young thanked all the staff for their constant cleaning efforts in combating the flu.  CES has experienced an absentee rate of about 5%, which is fairly normal for this time of year, however, flu season is really just beginning.

There is a new 4th grade teacher, Christine Klinko.

The budget for 2010-11 outlook is very bad.  He reported that it is nothing less than the dismantling of the school system.  He urges parents and teachers to stay informed, active and vocal.  He mentioned that the infrastructure of the schools is unseen but necessary and cuts in areas like technology support end up affecting the students adversely.

There is a new green screen for the CES News program and he hopes that CES will continue to push the envelope with technology.

A video was shown of the Back to School Picnic. This video is showing on Channel 21.

Boundary studies have begun with respect to Clifton Elementary.  There are 22 schools in the southwestern portion of the county that may be affected.  Two parents from CES are on the committee. Mr. Young encouraged parents and teachers to stay informed through the link on fcps.edu or through Keep in Touch.

Adjournment 

The next PTA meeting is Thursday, December 3, 2009

