Centreville Elementary PTA Meeting

Minutes

March 4, 2010
PTA Board

President

Susie Collier 


CES Principal

Dwayne Young

Vice Presidents

1st Farah Chohan

CES Asst. Principals
Lynn Mayer
2nd Kathy Taylor





Angela Thompson
3rd Michael Munsterman

Secretary 

Robin Costanza

Treasurer

Connie Christiansen

Welcome and Boy Scout Re-Chartering Presentation

Dan Palenscar, the unit commissioner for the Boy Scouts and Gary Bettger, Cub Master read the Boy Scout re-chartering document.  An update on the Cub Scout activities at CES was given, highlighting that there are now 32 Cub Scouts. These boys participate in such activities as Scouting for Food, Pinewood Derby, Blue Gold Banquet, selling popcorn, collecting for Toys for Tots, earning badges and going camping.  The scouting goal is to help the boys learn respect, honor and integrity and the troop at CES is happy to have the support of the PTA.  The Cub Scouts presented a handmade bird house to the school in appreciation for the re-chartering.
Review and Approval of February 4, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Minutes were approved with one correction on a grant application amount.

Treasurer’s Report

Movie Night – ($44.07)

REACH - $2,133

Sally Foster - $15.25

Science Boards – ($456.99)

PTA National/State/County Dues - $37.50

Staff Appreciation - $360.75

Cultural Arts - $1,700

High School Contribution - $100

Teacher Support - $150

The balance as of February 28, 20210 was $22,414.70

Ways and Means Update

The grants committee has submitted the Lowe’s grant and the Fiskars grant.  The Dominion grant submission should be completed soon. There is another person on the grants committee, which now stands at five.  The CES staff has been very supportive in providing information required for the grants. All those interested in keeping informed about the grants for which CES is applying should contact Farah Chohan – farahac@aol.com to be placed on the email chain.

The Original Artworks program will be held in the fall of 2010.  This will allow parents time to order for the holidays.

The REACH program is going well and has already brought in over $5,000 in pledges.  There will be more income once the actual number of minutes is reported and sponsors send in those additional pledges.  277 students are participating in the at-home reading portion and the total of minutes so far is 160,000+.  The PTA thanks the staff for their assistance in having the children reading during class time and reporting all the minutes daily.

Programs, Events, Committees

Mad Science started this week with 40 students.

Girls on the Run will start on Monday and has 19 students, nine of which have participated before. The 5k is scheduled for

May 23 at GMU at 7:30am

The Spring Carnival is March 20

April 9 is the volleyball game and a chairman is still needed for this event.

April 10 is the rescheduled CES Clean-Up day, which will involve Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and the CES community in

cleaning up the grounds and preparing areas for planting, etc.

Bingo Night is April 30

The Father/Daughter Dance is May 14

The Chess Club will start after Spring Break and will run for six weeks.

Membership

Membership stands at 273 parents and 58 staff, for a total of 331.  A membership drive will be starting next week to increase those numbers.

Spotlight on Learning – Math Resources

Gretchen Polivka, the math resource specialist at CES, presented information on the math resources available at CES.  She is able to work with teachers to help them find math resources, works with small groups of students on math issues, and co-teaches.  There is new research on how math is taught in schools and how it can be taught using different methods in order to reach more students effectively.  Now the teaching involves children working with manipulatives and interacting. It is more student-centered, focusing on building math vocabulary, connecting to real life, presenting in multiple ways, engaging students, encouraging problem solving and incorporating technology.

There are several math programs at CES, including:

Math Olympiad, a before school challenge for 4th – 6th graders

Math Club, before school on Thursdays for 4th-6th graders


Challenge 24 competition, competing at the class level, school level and then county level


Hands-on math and logic contests during the school day

Nominating Committee Update

The following members have been nominated for the PTA board for the 2010-2011 school year:
President - Susie Collier 




1st Vice President – Deb Smith

2nd Vice President - Kathy Taylor
3rd Vice President - Michael Munsterman

Secretary -Robin Costanza

Treasurer -Connie Christiansen and Diana Joch

Elections will be held at the May 2010 PTA meeting


Staff and Administrative Report

Science Fair was a success. The teachers are continuing to work with students to introduce new terms in science,

changing the language.  

Grasses for the Masses has also been a success in engaging the students in the world around them. The Chesapeake

Bay Foundation provided the grasses and instructions for planting. The children have been checking the tanks in the bus lobby every day for signs of growth and the excitement has been great.  Once the grasses have grown, they will be taken to a specified riverbank to be planted. This experiment, while very simple, shows the children how even small steps can make a big impact on the environment.

The initiative to collect juice containers and chip bags was well-received and a large amount of material was sent away for

recycling into marketable products.

May 7 is the Kindergarten orientation

There is a seminar coming up on why being outdoors is so important to the students. A GWU professor will be speaking

on the topic on March 22. CES teachers have a goal to teach outdoors for at least one hour each week and this seminar will present research on why even just this small amount of time outside improves learning.

Rising 6th grade immunization letters are going out to parents soon.
Mr. Young reminded people to please complete the CES school survey that has been sent out.  

President’s Report

The grants committee has met and has already applied for two grants for the school in order to bring in revenue without having to go to the parents.  The focus is on grants that enhance arts in the curriculum, outdoor learning and technology, however, they will consider any other grants that are passed along to them.
Ms Collier thanked the CES staff for their contributions to the newsletter.  These contributions help keep the newsletter fresh and informative. All information for the newsletter is due the Thursday after the PTA meeting and should be sent to Melissa Coughlin at centrevillenewsletter@yahoo.com.
Adjournment 

The next PTA meeting is Thursday, May 6, 2010
