Centreville Elementary PTA Meeting

Minutes

January 7, 2010
PTA Board

President

Susie Collier 


CES Principal

Dwayne Young

Vice Presidents

1st Farah Chohan

CES Asst. Principals
Lynn Mayer
2nd Kathy Taylor






3rd Michael Munsterman

Secretary 

Robin Costanza

Treasurer

Connie Christiansen

President’s Report

Ms Collier commended Maria Stewart for her work on the directory.  She also mentioned that yearbook photos are needed and anyone with photos to share should send them to slyons417@msn.com.  
Review and Approval of December 3, 2009 Meeting Minutes

Minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report
Yearbook Sales – Pre-orders deposited in December totaled $2,628.99.

PTA Membership – membership dues of $34.00 were collected, bringing our membership total to 318.

CES Family Fund – A check for $28.00 was issued to cover a cost for Girls On The Run.

Staff Appreciation - A check for $35.00 was issued to cover expenses incurred to show appreciation to our staff.
Patrols – Checks totaling $99.34 were issued for a pizza party for the patrols.
Reading Materials/Incentives – Checks totaling $158.09 were issued for send-home book bags, magnetic dots with
adhesive, and blue magnetic small pocket chart.

Teacher Support – Four checks totaling $300.00 was issued.

Girls On The Run – A check totaling $2,465.00 was issued.

The balance as of December 31, 2009 was $20,816.90.

Guest Speaker
Ron Fitzsimmons spoke on the Fairfax County budget cuts. As a volunteer, he is organizing a campaign to present a proposal to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors asking for a 10 cent raise in the tax rate, earmarked specifically for the school system. The county is facing terrible budget cuts and the school system is facing a $175 million dollar deficit in FY2011.  Besides safety services, nothing is more important to the county than education.  County services funding comes out of property taxes, which equal $1.04 per $100 of a houses assessed value.  Last year, assessments went down (on average), but tax rates went up so that the average homeowner’s bill stayed the same.  It is believed that the new assessments on July 1, 2010 will also go down and so if the tax rate is increased by ten cents, the average homeowner’s bill would, once again, not go up.  If the ten cents is specifically earmarked for the schools, it would save everything that is currently slated for elimination.  Mr. Fitzsimmons pointed out that over 800 teaching positions were scheduled to be cut, as well as sports programs and music programs and foreign language programs, among other things.  Mr. Fitzsimmons emphasized that fact that once programs are cut from the school system, it is extremely difficult to ever get them back and it would take years to repair the damage that would be done if these cuts come to pass in this budget cycle. It is also noted that this would be a one time fee, as the budget is a yearly issue and by the time the 2012 budget is considered, there should hopefully be signs of improvement in the economy.  It is important that this proposal is very specific in giving a solution to the problem in order to have the Board of Supervisors consider it.  PTA endorsement is also very important, as this needs to be seen as a county-wide movement.  He asked that the PTA support the proposal and said that at the test vote on March 9, this proposal will be considered.
The Ten Cents Makes Sense! Proposal was reviewed and a vote was taken. The resolution was passed by majority vote. A copy of the proposed budget cuts, as well as the resolution follows this document.
Spotlight on Learning

Shari D’Amato presented information regarding research in the library, focusing on 3rd – 6th graders.  She showed the online tools available to the children that are more appropriate than using Google. She explained that instead of starting with Google to research school related topics, the children should be using the FCPS online databases.  These databases are by subscription only and FCPS pays the fees for them and so they require a password, but all CES children have the passwords.  The databases are accessed through Blackboard and are completely school appropriate. She demonstrated how a search on Google for Thomas Edison yielded over 3 million hits, whereas a search on the online database resulted in 46 hits, all completely vetted for school age children.  Not only is the information verified, unlike on Google, but the bibliography information is included. The bibliography information is important because the children are required to cite their sources in standard bibliography format.

Mrs. D’Amato also showed the Tumblebooks program, which is an online collection of picture books with games and activities, designed for young children. The subscription for that is paid by CES.
Upcoming Events


Pyramid Chorus Concert – January 11 at CVHS


Movie Night – January 15 – Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs

Family Fun Night – February 12 – 5pm – 9pm. Will include two assemblies during the day and one family event at night

featuring The Brain Show.  Many vendors will be on hand for families to purchase dinner.


Skate Night – February 25


Science Fair – February 24. Information will be coming out soon. 

Committee Reports

Box Tops has already received $600 this year and the Box Tops campaign class contest will continue through January.

Campbells labels have reached 2,500 points.

UPromise sent a check for $45.

Staff Appreciation had to be rescheduled from the snow days in December.

Kennedy Center partnership has a new parent liaison, Kristen Giradin will be attending the next meeting with the CES staff.

Spring Carnival kick off meeting is Tuesday, January 26. The Carnival is March 20.

6th Grade Celebration is Thursday, June 17 at the bowling alley.  The committee still needs a chairperson.

Staff and Administration Reports

Mr. Young commended the PTA on supporting the Ten Cents Makes Sense! Resolution and emphasized that these proposed cuts are real and the impact will be huge. It would dismantle the system and rebuilding would be incredibly slow.  He encouraged everyone to keep involved and to be an advocate for the school system.  He will continue to give information as he receives it and wants to make sure people understand that what he passes along will be what is actual at the time, but he mentioned that things change, so to please understand if that happens. He did mention that if the budget cuts come to pass, CES will be directly affected by having at least one more student in each class, will lose custodians and IA’s, will lose assistant principals, will lose all day K, will lose band and strings and will lose guidance counselors.
Michael Frye is coming to CES and Mr. Young and Susie Collier will be meeting with him to discuss the impact of these cuts and they will be emphasizing the successes CES has had.  

Mr. Young also mentioned that he had a meeting with Dr. Dale and learned that Montgomery County, whose programming is on par with Fairfax County, actually has $400m more to fund their programs than Fairfax County does. 

The holiday sing-a-long has been rescheduled for January 8 and he reminded the PTA that there is an election on January 12.  If, with the snowfall on Thursday night, there is no school on Friday, it would be made up on February 15, President’s Day.
Adjournment 

The next PTA meeting is Thursday, February 5, 2010
Projected savings estimated as of November 16, 2009

Following is a list of potential program reductions and or eliminations that may be considered as the

FY 2011 budget is being developed. This list is the starting point for discussions, and no decisions have been

made. This list is not comprehensive and is intended to begin the discussion of the impact of potential

reductions that may be required to meet FCPS’ projected deficit of $176 million.

For the latest information on the FCPS budget, please visit http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2011.htm .

Program





Impact 




Position 
Estimate












Estimate
(in millions)

Middle School After School Program


Charge student fees 


0 

$0.2

Activity and Athletic Fees




$100 per sport; per student 

0

$1.2

Driver Education Eliminate financial support for the 
Administration of behind‐the‐wheel portions of program





0 

$0.3

Test Fees for AP, IB, and PSAT $75.00 per test for AP and IB; 
actual cost for PSAT 








0

$2.0

Alternative High Schools Close Pimmit Hills 







18 

$1.0

Class Size Increase by two students 







730 

$38.2

Class Size at Advanced Academic Centers – ES & MS

Increase by two additional students 
above the increased general ed

6 

$0.4

Assistant Principals 




10% reduction 



40 

$3.5

Instructional Supplies 




15% reduction 



0 

$4.5

Instructional Assistants 




20% reduction 



56 

$1.5

Fine Arts 





Eliminate elementary band & strings 
117 

$7.0

Foreign Language Immersion 



Eliminate additional staffing provided to
Mitigate smaller class sizes at upper grades
31 

$1.4

Foreign Language in the ES (FLES) 



Eliminate program 


37 

$2.0

Full‐Day Kindergarten 




Reduce from 101 schools to 32 Title I 
286 

$13.3

Modified Calendar (7 schools) 



Eliminate General Fund Support 

7 

$0.6

Excel (20 Schools) 




Eliminate General Fund Support 

0 

$1.2

Summer School 





Eliminate general education summer school 3 

$7.8

Activities and Athletics 




Eliminate all freshman sports plus 2 other
Sports at all levels


0 

$1.8

Technology Support 




10% reduction 



33 

$2.4

Teacher Leadership 




Eliminate 



0 

$2.9

Custodians 





10% reduction 



134 

$3.0

National Board‐Certified Teacher Stipend and Tuition

Reimbursements




Eliminate 



2 

$2.4

Guidance, Psychologists, and Social Workers


10% reduction 



54 

$3.1

Internal Audit 





40% reduction 



2 

$0.2

Buses 






Eliminate new bus purchases 

0 

$1.1

Equipment Replacement Funding 



50% reduction 



0 

$2.0

Preventive Maintenance 




Eliminate one year of ten‐year funded plan
10 

$0.6

Department Nonschool‐Based Staffing


20% reduction over 3 years; 5% for FY 2011
85.0 

$5.0

Community Use Fee 




Increase 20% 



0 

$0.2
Autism Ratios 





Increase student‐teacher ratios 

118 

$3.1

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE MOUNT VERNON HIGH SCHOOL

ACADEMIC BOOSTERS CORPORATION  

Whereas the Fairfax County school system faces a $175 million deficit in Fiscal Year 2011;

 

Whereas Superintendent Jack Dale has proposed a series of cuts to the school budget to make up that deficit;

 

Whereas those cuts would seriously undermine the Fairfax county educational system;

 

Whereas the county projects the average value of a home to fall from the current $459,228 to $413,305 in FY 2011;
Whereas because of the lower assessments, the typical homeowner would pay $4,298.37 in FY 2011 at the current tax rate of $1.04 per $100 of assessed value, down from the current tax of $4,775.97;
Whereas if the tax rate were raised 10 cents to $1.14 per $100 assessed value, the average tax bill would be $4,711.68, which would be $64.29 lower than the typical tax bill in FY 2010;
Whereas increasing the tax rate by 10 cents would raise approximately $180 million;

Whereas the Fairfax County school system could avoid those cuts if the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors increased the real estate tax rate by ten cents and earmarked those additional funds for the school system;

 

Now, therefore be it resolved that the Mount Vernon High School Academic Boosters Corporation urges the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors to increase the real estate tax rate by ten cents for Fiscal Year 2011 and to earmark those additional tax revenues towards eliminating the school system’s projected $175 million deficit.  
December 10, 2009

