Centreville Elementary PTA Meeting

Minutes

February 4, 2010
PTA Board

President

Susie Collier 


CES Principal

Dwayne Young

Vice Presidents

1st Farah Chohan

CES Asst. Principals
Lynn Mayer
2nd Kathy Taylor





Angela Thompson
3rd Michael Munsterman

Secretary 

Robin Costanza

Treasurer

Connie Christiansen

President’s Report

Ms Collier thanked Melissa Coughlin for her work on the newsletter.  Many staff members are contributing information and it’s very informative.  
The grants committee has met and they will be applying for grants for the school in order to bring in revenue without having to go to the parents.  There are three parents with grant writing experience on the committee and they will focus on grants that enhance arts in the curriculum, outdoor learning and technology.  Right now, they are working on submitting grants from Lowe’s for up to $5,000 toward outdoor learning, Fiskers for $4,000 in green supplies for gardens and $10,000 from Dominion for energy and environmental items.

The PTA website revamping is almost ready for unveiling and should go live next week.

Review and Approval of January 7, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report
January Activity

Income:

Box Tops - $602
Donations - $45.47

Family Fun Nights -$46

Movie Night - $1,711.92

Sally Foster - $598.23

Science Boards - $777

Spring Carnival – ($114.10)

Yearbook Sales – ($18)

Expenses:

Directory - $22.35

General Administrative - $24.59

Field Trips - $1,251.72

Teacher Support - $75

The balance as of January 31, 2010 was $23,115.75.

Guest Speaker
Amy Duma, CETA Director, Kennedy Center presented an overview of the Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) program.  The mission of CETA is to impact student learning, provide whole school reform and work with teachers’ instructional practice. There are 20 CETA schools now, with more being added each year. Students in CETA schools benefit by engaging in creative processes and gain greater understanding through an art form.  Using arts-integration has proven to positively influence student engagement, with students becoming more confident, more comfortable taking risks and more socially adept.  Reading schools also show increased levels in school using CETA programming.
Cynthia Burrow and Mary Ann Settlemyre presented actual CES projects using CETA and showed how the students used arts-integration to gain a better understanding of their unit studies.
Upcoming Events


Family Fun Night – February 12 – 5pm – 9pm. Assembly during the day and family event at night

featuring The Brain Show.  Many vendors will be on hand for families to purchase dinner.


Science Fair – February 24

Skate Night – February 25


Spring Carnival – March 20

Volleyball Game – April 9 – CES vs Union Mill at CVHS


Book Fair – April 15


Father/Daughter Dance – Mary 14


Family Fun Night – June 4

Committee Reports

Clean Up Day is scheduled for March 6.  CES has reached out to the Scouting communities and this will be a community event.  It will focus on preparing for the spring season and will include plant swapping and ground preparation.
REACH Fundraiser is a reading fundraiser. Students will be asked to read 300 minutes each and will obtain sponsorships. They can read at home or at school.

Mad Science – the next session will start on February 25

Girls on the Run will also be starting soon.

The Nominating Committee needs three PTA members, one parent has already signed on.  As of this meeting, the following current board members would like to be considered again for the 2010-11 school year: 

Susie Collier – President
Kathy Taylor - Vice President
Connie Christiansen – Treasurer
Robin Costanza - Secretary
Staff and Administration Reports

Regarding the budget, Mr. Young reported that the state is only funding at the level from two years ago.  The school board will be adopting the budget this evening and there is still room for discussion. Mr. Young encouraged everyone to reach out to their local leaders to voice their opinions on the huge cuts looming for the schools.  
Adjournment 

The next PTA meeting is Thursday, March 4, 2010
